[The Significance of Resection of the Cricoid Cartilage as a Surgical Procedure in Laryngotracheal Surgery].
The cricoid cartilage has been regarded as an extremely important organ because it plays important role in both of phonation and breathing. We herein report on two different types of surgical procedure for laryngotracheal diseases with aggressive resection of the cricoid cartilage. The first procedure is a tracheostomaplasty by partial resection of the cricoid cartilage. A tracheostoma is made by resection of the cricoid cartilage in the range of approximately a one-third front. This method is effective for such cases having difficulty in tracheostomy owing their backgrounds with such condition as neck stiffness, obesity, higher displacement of the brachiocephalic artery, short neck, thyroid disease and so on. We applied this procedure for eight cases with such difficult backgrounds. In all cases, we were able to make a good tracheostoma and the postoperative courses were uneventful. The second procedure is a glottic closure with resection of the cricoid cartilage and thyroid cartilage. We applied this procedure for six cases with intractable dysphagia. One case had a postoperative bleeding. We were able to make good conditions in all cases with a large tracheostoma and no pharyngeal-tracheal leakage. In conclusion, the surgical procedure involving resection of the cricoid cartilage can be applied to some laryngotracheal diseases.